Washburn University Office of International Programs

Study Abroad COVID-19 Information and Resources

W"IB}-[RN The purpose of this communication is to inform WU international education
participants and supporters about WU Study Abroad Programs.

Office of International Programs

The Office of International Programs continues to monitor the evolving situation regarding COVID-19. Working in
conjunction with WU leadership (the Vice President of Academic Affairs (VPAA) and our host university partners and
affiliate providers we have created the following protocol to evaluate programing. These events, in isolation or together,
may compel WU to temporarily suspend or cancel our programs. The VPAA provides the final authorization to allow a
program.

*An elevation in the CDC alert level to a 3 (“avoid non-essential travel” recommendation) for the host country; COVID-
19 Travel Recommendations by Destination.

*An elevation in the U.S. State Department advisory level for the country to a 4 (“do not travel” status); U.S. Department
of State- International Travel-Country Information.

*The host country or U.S. government recommends evacuation or immediate departure for foreign visitors or U.S.
citizens, see host country Embassy or Consulate website.

We continue to review and implement new safety protocols as we track developments related to the pandemic and
follow CDC guidelines. Data continually shows getting vaccinated is the best way to protect yourself and others. For this
reason, and for the health of our partners and host communities around the world, WU requires program participants
to be fully vaccinated and up-to-date on their COVID-19 vaccinations prior to the start of an onsite study abroad
program. To understand if you are up-to-date on your COVID-19 vaccination, please refer to the CDC COVID-19 Vaccine
Booster Shots Chart. In short, to be fully vaccinated you should receive a booster if you are 5 months past your last dose
of Moderna or Pfizer vaccines OR 2 months past the Janssen/Johnson & Johnson single shot.

The Office of Intentional Programs will make a final determination on whether to cancel programs. We strongly
advise students to make contingency plans to study through WU, in case the study abroad program is cancelled. This
includes enrolling in courses at WU, confirming housing options, and all other WU requirements.

WU and the Office of International Programs will continue to monitor the situation and provide updates as necessary.
For any questions or further information, please contact WU Office of International Programs — Study Abroad at:
studyabroad@washburn.edu

Travel insurance

Students planning to participate in study abroad programs are encouraged to purchase comprehensive travel insurance,
including trip interruption and trip cancellation coverage for any reason. This type of insurance will provide travelers
with some financial support and flexibility to adjust travel as needed. There are many companies and organizations that
offer travel insurance, including:

e |nternational Student Insurance

e AIG Travel Insurance

e Generali Global Assistance



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel.html
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldstrides.com%2FMzEzLUdKTC04NTAAAAGChCjSqKiJJ03p--oYqPnSbUG7NjWQ1Lkna2fxRIsw5V3i7rx28xSP1IMguC29xbN-u_zg-ew%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf6748dba957e4f0559e708d9eccea08b%7C8ef769ed956043a5966d2bc78c0bd006%7C0%7C0%7C637801194473643180%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FKL4ML0sw6DdUoMaOhEnWVWLpJAIM0ZVki%2B1r8bcOQY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldstrides.com%2FMzEzLUdKTC04NTAAAAGChCjSqKiJJ03p--oYqPnSbUG7NjWQ1Lkna2fxRIsw5V3i7rx28xSP1IMguC29xbN-u_zg-ew%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf6748dba957e4f0559e708d9eccea08b%7C8ef769ed956043a5966d2bc78c0bd006%7C0%7C0%7C637801194473643180%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FKL4ML0sw6DdUoMaOhEnWVWLpJAIM0ZVki%2B1r8bcOQY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:studyabroad@washburn.edu
https://www.internationalstudentinsurance.com/trip-cancellation/
https://www.travelguard.com/cancellation-benefits?sitelinks=CancellationCoverage&mrkgcl=1151&mrkgadid=3200512983&cmpid=kac-001-MK-Google-Brand&_st_custom_id=3200512983&creative=349165517965&device=c&matchtype=e&network=g&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIuru30eDq5wIVg8DACh3CswZOEAAYASADEgL9J_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.generalitravelinsurance.com/?utm_campaign=Albert&utm_source=Albert_PPC&utm_medium=PPC&campaignid=1684143726&adgroupid=67071579353&adid=414890173588&gclid=CjwKCAiAnfjyBRBxEiwA-EECLCmB36NrJyvGZxWpbzZa7I6Vrwax-ju9DZ50PTJnTfh3wxWFS0C8IRoCGAsQAvD_BwE

e ISIC Travel Insurance

e Allianz Travel Insurance

e LewerMark Student Insurance

WU does not recommend any specific company.
FAQ's

Will WU’s Office of International Programs (OIP) Be Able to process Study Abroad Programs in the Coming Academic
Year?

The OIP facilitates study abroad programs internationally through a global network of WU partners and affiliate
organizations. The OIP has established criteria that must be met before any students can embark on an onsite in-person
exchange. Safety has always been and will continue to be our number one priority. No programs will be allowed proceed
unless and until they meet the safety criteria determined by the OIP. These criteria include country-specific information
related to the current state of the outbreak in each country, along with the governmental and medical infrastructure for
dealing with the pandemic, immigration and visa issues and airline restrictions, status of school’s delivery of academic
programing, social/daily life implications, host university and partner support capabilities, among others. Each program
will be assessed individually using the established criteria.

Will the OIP Process Faculty-led Study Abroad Programs?

The OIP will continue to process Faculty-led Study Abroad Program Proposals. The programs will be evaluated using the
established criteria. Each program leader will need to submit a_Travel Safety Summary. Faculty leaders will work closely
with their program host, vendors, and the WU supporting offices/areas to develop the program and adhere to safety
protocols.

How Will the OIP Move Forward with Study Abroad Programs?

The OIP will evaluate all programs individually and send students to locations that meet the established criteria. The
OIP will work with program providers and exchange partners to offer Virtual Online Study Abroad Program options.

For more information about how the university is preparing, visit Washburn University Response to COVID-19.
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https://isic.co.in/
https://www.allianztravelinsurance.com/
https://www.lewermark.com/study-abroad-insurance/
https://www.washburn.edu/academics/international-programs/files/travel-safety-summary.pdf
https://washburn.edu/student-life/health-safety/index.html

